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Thank you for taking the time to complete this consultation survey. The Home Office is seeking
views to help shape proposed reforms to the UK’s immigration settlement policy. These reforms
aim to strengthen public confidence in the immigration system by ensuring that settlement is earned
through meaningful contributions to the UK’s economy and society.

This consultation is open to anyone who wishes to share their views, including individuals,
organisations, and other stakeholders who may be affected by or have an interest in the proposed
changes. The Home Office will also be carrying out separate, targeted research during the
consultation period to explore potential impacts on those currently on a pathway to settlement.

Before completing this survey, we recommend reading the background information provided the
consultation page: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/earned-settlement, which outlines
the key proposals behind the reforms.

Please note:

* This survey is anonymous. Any personal information you provide will be handled in strict
accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR. Your data, including any personal
data, may be shared with a third-party provider or other government department or organisation for
the purposes of analysing and summarising responses. Technology such as artificial intelligence
may be used to support this analysis. All responses will be aggregated and anonymised in any
reporting.

* You can only submit one response. As part of this online consultation survey, your IP address will
be collected. This, along with other data verification processes, may be used to detect and remove
multiple submissions. Your IP address will not be used for any other purpose.

* Please use the navigation arrows at the bottom of each page to move through the survey. Do not
use your browser’s back or forward buttons, as this may cause you to exit the survey.

* The consultation survey will remain open until 23:59 on 12 February 2026.
* The survey should take approximately 20 to 30 minutes to complete.

If you have any questions about the consultation, these should be directed towards the Settlement
Consultation Team: earnedsettlementconsultationqueries@homeoffice.gov.uk.

For technical questions about the survey, please contact the Managed Migration Research Team,
with “Earned Settlement Consultation Survey” in the subject line, at:
managed_migration_research@homeoffice.gov.uk.

For more information about how your data will be used, please refer to the Borders, Immigration
and Citizenship Privacy Information Notice.


mailto:managed_migration_research@homeoffice.gov.uk

RN T SE AT A - SEEI N EES (Home Office) IEECKBFE R, - LUBIHIE
ARIFER REEBORIVSEE T - EENEE 5B BRI E B S A L AR it &
TEHEEERAELE > fem s R R RAENELD -

AT AR E T F R RS > GFRE A - TR - DUk AT RE 2 e S s e
HoA B HATAERER (& - a5 - BRI ECE IR TR N E IS - DABRETH
HATIER R E RGBT ER 2 -

THEE ARG - FTER e REZ R E A b REE =&
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/earned-settlement » DL T I EEERAY FEEANZS -

= .
n)%/

« REHE REAET o EHTREHIEAE NBRHEHREE (2018 EERIREL) MR (—f%
BRIRERBT) (UK GDPR) g - EHYE R ( EJEEH{IJ\E ) AIREgBLEE =T
AR BL e s s A BURF P P B L 5 > IR oA e s 3R (Bl - i iRAE P el sE S (E AT
BEFRINTA - FraEERS g L‘Xié&lﬁ%ﬁigﬁ

« AT —R[EIFE - FERARRER FEEEsREN—E5 - R&EREE IP irik » WllE
HttEkbaseie - AN ENRBEREEIEAC - @Y IP (LA &R AR -

A (A H RS S BRI E G - 557708 R shy iR [E sipEzslt - SRR gE
EULHERA MG

« REEHFH AR 2026 422 H 12 H 23:59 #Uk -
* SERREE KLY 20 2 30 778 -

W AR R EE BT EERT - SER4S B fE5 5B X (Settlement Consultation Team )

earnedsettlementconsultationqueries@homeoffice.gov.uk o

WA BRI ER T AHRIAY SR » 5520 " Barned Settlement Consultation Survey | BT & - B
s E IR ERMTFEE R ( Managed Migration Research Team ) :
managed migration_research@homeoffice.gov.uk o

HREHTER R E ARV E Z &R - 5520 (B - BRR ARSI EERER)

( Borders, Immigration and Citizenship Privacy Information Notice )



o1

Are you responding to this survey as an individual or as a representative of an
organisation?

IRELMEN S 8 IR RS G ?

[ Individual
[EPN
[] Organisation

i

Q2

What is your current immigration or citizenship status in the UK?
R HAHERBH RN RS (&8 ?

[J I am a British citizen

S /NS

I have settled status (e.g. Indefinite Leave to Remain or EU settled status)
HFrARAJEE Sy (B0 Sk fEedE i E fEm 50 )

I currently hold a UK visa (e.g. work, study, family, or other route)
HHEAFASEEZES (Fl : TIE - 824 ~ s EAS])

I am currently applying for UK immigration status or awaiting a decision
HIEAF FHER LS R By BRIE FAFAE IR

I have refugee status or humanitarian protection in the UK
AP A R S s B g

I am an asylum seeker in the UK

PR BN R g

None of the above

LI E IR

o o o o o O



Q3
What is your age?
IREVFB R 7

[J Under 18

18 LA
18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65-74

75+

Prefer not to say

AREETE

Oooogggg

Q4

What is your sex?
TREPERE ?

O Male
HrE
O Female
7
O Other
HoAth
O

Prefer not to say

L TR

Q5
Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at birth?

IRER R AR & BR AR R B EC PR R IAH [E] 2

O Yes
=
[ No

7
[ Prefer not to say

L TR



Q6

How would you describe your ethnicity?

IRAD AT A URAY IR 2

O

o o o o o oo o o0 oo o0 o o0 0o 0

O

O

White — English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish or British
SPNE =i 5 P e Y gt e
White — Irish

HA—EFH

White — Gypsy or Irish Traveller

BHA— & S EE R BIRT &
White — Roma

HA—&EBA
White — Any other White background

HA—HAE AR5
Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups — White and Black Caribbean
REES — B ABEEE R A
Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups — White and Black African
REES — B ABIEMEA

Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups — White and Asian
EEEE — 3B A
Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups — Any other Mixed or Multiple backgrounds
RERE - ARG &

Asian or Asian British — Indian

S A EREERE TN — BN
Asian or Asian British — Pakistani

SEMABEEFE TN A — AT &
Asian or Asian British — Bangladeshi

SN ABCEEFE SN A — F e
Asian or Asian British — Chinese

EEVAUNEEELEVI VNN

Asian or Asian British — Any other Asian background

SEMN A BEEFE T A — HAth amfer 5
Black, Black British, Caribbean or African — Caribbean
BN FFERNInghtb eI BN — hi#itt

Black, Black British, Caribbean or African — African background
BB NEEE B EME — IR 5

Black, Black British, Caribbean or African — Any other Black, Black British or Caribbean
background

B BRIt B N — HA R A &

Other ethnic group — Arab

HA R — P A a e

Other ethnic group — Any other ethnic group (please specify)
AR — HoAM (BEEER)

Prefer not to say

bt

These options reflect the agreed list of ethnic groups to use when asking for someone s ethnicity.

DL Ry B B B T s Al HY R 0 4



Q7
Where in the UK do you currently live?
1 H i A S BRI — (&3 & 2

[ East of England
TR R B D

] East Midlands
R ERH

[ London or Greater London
(GEXEONE U

] North East
FEAE AR AL

] North West
FEAE AP IL

[ South East (excluding London)
FLAS R R R (RN EFEMmBO

] South West
BLA& P

[ West Midlands
PEEE R

[ Yorkshire and the Humber
&Il B F 1A

] Scotland
ER I T

] Wales
R T

[ Northern Ireland
L

[ prefer not to say
BN by



Q8
Which of the following best describes your current or most recent occupation?

DUNU—YE S e T I R H BTEERATHYRESE ?
[0 A — Higher managerial, administrative, or professional (e.g. company director, senior official)
A—SEEE - TTBEEEA L (WAFEESE - S8RER)
B — Intermediate managerial, administrative, or professional (e.g. teacher, nurse, police officer)
B— g H ~ TEEERE AL (AN2ED -~ &t - BR)
C1 — Supervisory, clerical, and junior managerial (e.g. office supervisor, junior manager)
Cl—ErE ~ U E R (AR A= FE ~ WIREED)
C2 — Skilled manual workers (e.g.electrician, plumber, mechanic)
C2—Fefif T A (AT ~ /KMEIT ~ Bkl )
D — Semi-skilled and unskilled manual workers (e.g. factory worker, cleaner)
D — g s FRdis T (IR T A ~ JERT)
E — Casual workers, pensioners, unemployed (e.g. unemployed, retired, student)
E—&FT ~ BIRAL ~ KEAL - B4
Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARIE AL

o o o o O O

In this section, we invite your views on the proposed Earned Settlement framework, including how
clearly the changes are explained.

‘Earned settlement’ is a principle that recognises the value of long-term contribution to the UK. Rather
than granting settlement automatically after a fixed period, this approach requires individuals to
demonstrate sustained commitment (through work, community involvement, or other meaningful
contributions) before being granted permanent status. The proposed framework sets a starting point of
10 years before settlement can be obtained. This duration may be reduced based on positive indicators
(e.g. contributing to the Exchequer by earning a certain salary) or extended based on negative indicators
(e.g. reliance on public funds).

Before continuing, please take a moment to review the proposed reforms as outlined in the consultation
document, available here: https:// www.gov.uk/government/consultations/earned-settlement

FEARR T - MBS EGEED " ERAAEEER , (Earned Settlement ) fEZ288RE R » &
FE R B8 528 S R B 2 VS T HEHE -

"HERRAEEERS ) B AR TR R R R R E YR o AN R S e fE B
Wlermiz DB T EmS 0 EEKE NS R AS (AT - SEHERFER A SRS (f1a
BTN ~ 1S BB EEERVERD - AERIEARCE S Em B aT_ReFEI K 10
F o IFEIIARIBIEAHERE (FIHNZEIREFTE /K - BEEF LSRR miEE - SN a
HEEE (PR AHES) TR -

TR AT > SEACEER T 2RSS TP AT I BER SR NS > SUF AR PL N 40 ERS

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/earned-settlement
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Q9

Overall, how clear do you find the proposed changes to the settlement
framework?

B s - (RS Rdak PR EREZR @A 25 2

[

Q10

o O o o O O

Very clear (Skip to Q11)

IEE B (BKEZE 11E)
Somewhat clear (Skip to Q11)
HREEWEE 256 11 75)
Neither clear nor unclear (Skip to Q11)
BTS2 56 11 75)
Somewhat unclear

A BEA T

Very unclear

JEE A B

Don’t know / prefer not to say
AHIE R R

Which aspects of the proposed changes to settlement are not clear?

UIREEE 73 > IR BEAG AN AR 2

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

The concept of earned settlement
" BRVR A EEER ) IS
The overall purpose
i3 ASkD)
Which groups may be eligible for exemptions from the 10-year qualifying period
UIRLERFAH R & 10 AR HARYER %2
How reductions to the qualifying period will be applied
WM 4 R A
How extensions to the qualifying period will be applied
Yo E R A 1]
How reductions and/or extensions will be applied if applicants meet multiple criteria
WIHHE A& ZIARLE - fak B R IR AATE R
How the proposed changes will apply to dependants and children
AR E T EA N B AN E
Other (please specify)
HAth (555EH9) How will the proposed income and B2 English requirements be applied on
full-time students, home carers, SEN children and young people and retirees of BN(O) visa
holding families !
B T AR Je 3B 22 5 B2 /KSPHYRUE - SOAERTRAA BN(O) %E8 5 e Ty
EHHEE - FEREE - BRBERE (SEN) REKFDF » DFIRIKAL |



Q11

Overall, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed changes to
the settlement framework?

BESI S - (REER TR EEZR N EN A 2 AR RN E A FEE ?
[1 Strongly agree
IFEFE
1 Agree
Eik=)
Neither agree nor disagree
AERAA KA
Disagree
AEE
Strongly disagree
IFEAER
Don’t know / prefer not to say
AHIE R R

O O O 0O

10



This question focuses on ‘Character’, the first of the four core pillars designed to ensure that

applicants make a meaningful contribution to UK society and meet clear, measurable standards.

To be eligible for settlement, applicants will need to meet the suitability requirements set out in the

existing Immigration Rules (Part Suitability).

This reformed system will, as now, provide for the refusal of applications where core requirements
relating to their character and conduct are not met (for example, having a criminal conviction, non-
compliance with immigration requirements and considerations pertaining to the public good). It will
be mandatory to meet such requirements and there will be no ability to trade with other

considerations to determine the qualifying period.

AR T anfg ) (Character) » BEEVUIERGO SRS —IH - SEMECRE 3 AAEHS 3L
Bt R A SRR ER - IR I B T AARE -

RRFGEREER B AAFEET (BEMAI)  (Immigration Rules) HATFIHYEMEM:
3K (Part Suitability )

FEREBCEHIE T - IEERITHUE - 5 H e ARBERT S B an 8 R A T R BRI AR L EK (B
AMFEERL S, - RETBRME - SFRAHANENFE) - HHFRHEE - [FaEL
ZOREIRFIEME - EAEUEMNR S RGO e R e B EE M -

Q12

Do you have any comments on how 'Character' should be considered in relation to settlement?

CHNEEEFEA P ENMFE g AEAEELS 2

Please keep your response to 200 words and focus on the points you feel are most important.

SRR AR (] FERR RIAE 200 T2 PAA - 7 EE G0 B AR R g EE S RS

11


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules

This section focuses on ‘Integration’. To be eligible for settlement applicants will need to demonstrate
meaningful engagement with British society. This includes passing a Life in the UK test and speaking
English at an upper intermediate level (B2 standard under the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages).

KETEER TRA L - REFEEEER > HENASHECEE2ENM ALt E - 50
i " L AR (Life inthe UK Test) - DUR BEFHEEFSSAEEAVAEST (FRIZ (BOM
sh e LA S E44%) (CEFR) %] B2 F4) -

W

i

Under the proposed reforms, applicants who can demonstrate advanced English language ability (at C1
standard) will be able to reduce their route to settlement by one year. C1 level under the Common
European Framework of Reference for Languages means the user is proficient and able to perform
complex tasks related to social, academic, and professional situations.

IEBEACCE - NAESEH R mERIEERE ) CEF CL HE) fyHEEA - ahREE ER 4
K - g (BONEESREZ2ERME) (CEFR) - Cl ERFREREBHAGRIEERET]
REFAERE ST ~ ER{fn S IR IE B D Se AR R (75

Q13

What do you think about a 1-year reduction for applicants who can demonstrate
advanced English language ability (at C1 standard)?

[0 The reduction doesn’t go far enough (it should be longer than 1 year)
“Er—FEA S (BT %)

[0 The reduction is about right

“ER— R a Y

[0 The reduction goes too far (it should be shorter than 1 year)

U

O

MR — TR (BRI —5F)

There should be no reduction for these applicants
A FE B LR B 3 A\ 48R0 4 E

Don’t know / prefer not to say

AR, A LR

12



Q14
How do you think integration should be assessed? (please select all that apply)

TRE0 R BRSPS TREA 7 (FTEEZIH)

[1 Through a formal test (such as a revised Life in the UK Test)

i IEFUNE (BIHAEETIR (SEBIATEMIEL) )

O Through gathered ongoing evidence (e.g. certified English classes,
employment/volunteering evidence)
FEfrERE (B A FEERE - TE /2 ITE5EH)
Through completing a cultural orientation course once arrived in the UK
IR SE RS B H R E
Through character references from public service professionals and British nationals
A AR S5 N\ LB S R B an iR i
Through evidence of learning and participation within the wider community
A E TP Y E R 28 (EFRHEEE RS HIREE )
In another way (please specify)
HAr 5= (GEsEE)
Don’t know / prefer not to say
AFIE AN

O O O O O

Q13

Do you have any further comments on how ‘Integration ’should be considered in
relation to settlement?

TR TREA L K EE T A A AR, 2

No additional integration requirements should be applied on BN(O) visa holding families who
have already arrived in the UK before any new policy comes into effect. As promised, they
should be eligible to ILR application after passing Life in the UK Test and B1 level English test
as well as having resided here for five years. The requirement of the B2 standard was never
required. With most of Hongkongers eligible for settlement this year, the requirement represents
a drastic change from the previous requirements, leaving many without time to prepare for it or
potentially resit it.

There is also no consideration for those with educational difficulties or those who are older who
may find it very difficult to achieve a B2 standard of English within such a short period of time.

BINAEEATH BORAE T AR Z T EHY BN(O) St RrA ARIE - A IEHEIIERS MR AL

K o IEMSCHTFTRES @ A7 (A EET)  (Life in the UK Test) fz B1 4f3%

seAlER o AF SR E W T - (FHEAERHFH K ASER (ILR) - BEERIDREZES]
B2 /KPHYSLEEIRLE - [EE R ZHEEANKNSEFERAEEER - BIHEREEAE

FUE BN EATE - (H51 % 2R e iR - BB EFH A G - RA R
F— o WA BERIIRAFREEEERE A LBFERE - M2 DAE A R R
PEET] B2 7K PHYFFEARAE -

Please keep your response to 200 words and focus on the points you feel are most important.

SR R FERRHITE 200 LA - S B RS A A Ry Fr EE 2R -

13



This section focuses on ‘Contribution’. This reinforces the principle that settlement should be
earned through active participation in the economy and wider society. To be eligible for settlement
applicants must:

e Have contributed to the Exchequer by having annual earnings above £12,570 for a minimum
of 3 to 5 years (subject to this consultation), in line with the current thresholds for paying
income tax and National Insurance Contributions (NICs), or an alternative amount of
income. Please note, however, that these income-related thresholds would not track future
changes to the tax system.

e Have no outstanding litigation, NHS, tax or other Government debt

AERYHEFERY TERBL,  (Contribution) - #0558 E & EAR ME A TR S LA B A0 K B
JE 2t e EENARES AR AL -

R GEEER - HE ARE -

CAERD 3 SN (BRI AR IRTE) » BRI £12,570 » fTTH
R L TR - M4 A8 E AT B B AR 153 ( National Insurance
Contributions, NICs ) KP4 » BUFT & ST I AREAE « 35538 ZU R
YR SR AR BT 5 B -

« SEE TR ATEETIAR T - SEE RS (NHS) K « B S o E R /i
7 -

Q16

Do you think the following groups should be exempt from the requirement to
have earned above £12,750 for at least 3 to 5 years?

Red UL MR S ER . T £/ 3 B S FUL A £12,750 ) HYZSK ?

Yes | No | Don’t know / prefer
not to say

E O Y 1= D N st

Those on maternity leave or long-term illness/disability
IEFERE R R B R A TAE A+
Those in certain occupations with different pay
arrangements (e.g. Ministers of Religion)

FEERr 2 A EIAVERSE (BIanss#esi )

14



Q17

Are there any other groups that you think should be exempt from the
requirement to have earned above £12,750 for at least 3 to 5 years?

red e G EA HMERER T T ER) 3 2 5 FRFWATES N £12,750 5 HYEDR 7

(You may list up to five separate groups. If you think there are more than five groups that should be
exempt from this requirement then please list the five that you most strongly feel should be
provided with an exemption.)

(Eix 2 IS L E A FIRVEEAG - AR REEER R RGN T - SR 5 IR Ry e (R
FAESER R A TLEEEAS - )

Group 1
BReH 1

BN(O) visa holding families who are already in the UK before the implementation of the new
policies

FERECR B M AT LT EIHY BN(O) #5356 R78 AR
Q18

To what extent do you agree or disagree that migrants who have worked in an
occupation below RQF level 6 should have their standard qualifying period for
settlement set at 15 years?

IRAE S ARERE EEIFEBCREE ¢ /¢5 RQF Level 6 DL FRASEAVR R » HATAE FR gk SR AR e
Ry 15 4 7

(Occupations skilled to RQF level 6 are those which require a qualification equivalent to degree
level or higher. You can read more about what kind of qualifications this includes here.)

(RQF Level 6 #i75 2L HTE 1A S-Sl I EEASHIMNE « AT e kB S AR
PR TR - )

Strongly agree
IEEFE
Agree
Eik=)
Neither agree nor disagree
A RATA S
Disagree
AEE
Strongly disagree
IFEAEE
Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARIE A REERE

O 0O O o 0O O

15



Q19

To what extent do you agree or disagree that applicants who earn a taxable
income above £50,270 should be eligible for a reduction in their time to
settlement?

TREZ R ERIEEAFEE - FRERUAGEE £50,270 B 55 A &SRS 2

O Strongly agree

IFEFEE

Agree

k=)
Neither agree nor disagree (Skip to Q21)
NEREARHGE 25 21 )
Disagree (Skip to Q21)

REE @& 2E 21 )

Strongly disagree (Skip to Q21)
IFEAFEREEVE RS 21 /)

Don’t know / prefer not to say (Skip to Q21)
Ar1E, AFREFEWE 25 21 7H)

O O O 0O O

Under the proposed reforms, applicants who earn a taxable income above a certain threshold for 3
years prior to applying for settlement may qualify for settlement sooner.

FRIGEERICE - WS AEH R EENY 3 51 > HIESRRIA = TEErM I - RTATRE i
RREEEER -

Q20

What do you think about the proposed reductions for applicants based on their
annual taxable income?

TR F 3R N RESRIR I A TR B R ARy i > AEE ?

Q20a

A 5-year reduction for applicants who earn a taxable income above £50,270
HINFEESRIRUA SR £50,270 BYHEEA - $26t 5 FHYE EFFA%E R -

[1 The reduction doesn’t go far enough (it should be longer than 5 years)
“ERIEE AN 2 (JEZIR 5 AR

The reduction is about right

4R SR B

The reduction goes too far (it should be shorter than 5 years)
4RI P A (DT 5 )

There should be no reduction for these applicants

AN FR 15 5 FR 55 A\ S AT 4 Uk

Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARIE A REERE

O 0O O 0Od

16



Q20b

A 7-year reduction for applicants who earn a taxable income above £125,140
BN FERERTIUCA ST £125,140 HYEHEE A - 126t 7 S0 7E - HI4a0 -

O The reduction doesn’t go far enough (it should be longer than 7 years
“ERIEE A e (JEZH 5 )

The reduction is about right

U E N G

The reduction goes too far (it should be shorter than 7 years

GERiiEE AR (JETY 7 48)

There should be no reduction for these applicants
A HE Ry B R EE A TR BT 4k

Don’t know / prefer not to say

RHIE AT

DI:II:II:I

Q21

Do you think those employed in a public service occupation (i.e. health and
education occupations where going rates are based on national pay scales)
should be eligible for a reduction in their qualifying period to settlement?

R RIEE NI IEE (BIATE R R R Bl R T e B e B E L) B AL

fEA B IESARE B ?

O Yes
v
O No

7
1 Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARIE A REERE

17



Under the proposed reforms, applicants who claim public funds (e.g. benefits and housing
assistance) would face a penalty depending on the length of time they claimed public funds during
their route to settlement.

TRIBRERDSCE > S N NEEFFEEEE RN &S (PIEiekEERE) - #F
G E A GV R AT A A R ET -

Q22

What do you think about the proposed penalties for applicants claiming public
funds?

TR A E G R AR RS (TE A ?

The Home Office recognises that some applicants (such as those from vulnerable groups) may have
extenuating circumstances to claim public funds. Later questions will explore whether specific
groups should be exempt from the proposed reforms.

Ensuring that the UK can remain compliant with its international obligations, these penalties would
exclude migrants covered by Trade Continuity Agreements and Social Security Coordination
Agreements.

RN EEDREE - 5T A (PIAZRE 5935 L) AR RRIE T fr 22 R A 3,
Hi o REMERIRST SR E AR L B BRI -

RSB e L EIE R » MBI SHE R A BN (5 mEq%) (Trade
Continuity Agreements ) 2 (& {RIEFF7E) (Social Security Coordination Agreements )

HE R -
Q22a

A 5-year penalty for applicants who claim public funds for less than 12 months
during their route to settlement.

BN FE RS R A S B S/ VR 12 A AVEHEEA - FEI S AR T -

[1 The penalty doesn’t go far enough (it should be longer than 5 years)
ERElEEAN e (B S )

The penalty is about right

Fil GlE N ¢

The penalty goes too far (it should be shorter than 5 years)

R EE A (TR 5 )

There should be no penalty for these applicants

A ERRETESHEE A

Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARIE A REERE

O 0O O 0Od
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Q22b

A 10-year penalty for applicants who claim public funds for less than 12 months

during their route to settlement.

BN E R I HRE B AL E S/ DR 12 A AVHEEA > i 10 SFHIpE SN -

[1 The penalty doesn’t go far enough (it should be longer than 10 years)
FRElEE AN e (JEZL 10 )

The penatly is about right

Fil GlE PN ¢

The penalty goes too far (it should be shorter than 5 years)
FREIEE AR (VR 10 42)

There should be no penalty for these applicants

A ERRETESHEE A

Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARIE A REERE

O 0O O 0Od

Q23

To what extent do you agree or disagree that once someone has been granted
settlement they should be eligible to claim public funds? (e.g. benefits and
housing assistance)?

FAEZ RIZE ERESAEE © Bk ERERHEALEN (GIEs] - BEEE) ?
(Ensuring that the UK can remain compliant with its international obligations, any change would

need to take account of migrants covered by Trade Continuity Agreements, Social Security
Coordination Agreements and other international obligations.)

(FiEfRICEIRERF U T IR - (EME R AT R (8L - (HEiRkE

fpsi et ) S MR FTMENER - )

O Strongly agree
IEEEE
Agree
k=)
Neither agree nor disagree
NERAA S
Disagree
AEE
Strongly disagree
IFEAFE
Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARIE A REERE

O 0O O 0O O
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024

To what extent do you agree or disagree that giving back to local communities
(e.g. by volunteering) should be considered as a contribution that can reduce the
length of time required to qualify for settlement?

BHE S AR ERESCR R | ERAMAEE (BIBEIETE TIE) R s —EmEt » I
] LA £ R T R B B 2

(The Home Office recognises the vital role that volunteers play in delivering positive change to
their communities, the environment and the lives of others. Volunteers, including those who are
migrants, are a valued part of British life and their contributions enrich communities across the
country. The Home Office is considering whether giving back to the local community, for example,
through volunteering, should be recognised as a form of contribution towards earned settlement.)

B EEL R E FR TAE R HA & ~ B R A AR TS AR A B T T A S R R A A - 22
T (EfEBRAEN) BRE G P HZERN T MR EE 7 2B atE s
h o NIEEPES B S ER EaE At E (FHEETHRE) Gt " AR ERE
&g, WERIE -

[1 Strongly agree
IFEFE
Agree
Eik=)
Neither agree nor disagree
AR A S
Disagree
AEE
Strongly disagree
IFEAFEE
Don’t know / prefer not to say

NHIE A ETE

O O O O O
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Q23

Do you have any further comments on how ‘Contributions’ should be considered in relation
to settlement, including any potential benefits or challenges of recognising giving back to the
community as a contribution towards settlement?

EEIE B FEA 128 T Bk, (Contributions) EATEAEME R, o TR
R B U AR — R TR A BT B 2

Please keep your response to 200 words and focus on the points you feel are most important.

SRR AR (] FERR RIAE 200 T2 DAA - 7 B GRS B AR R e EE S RS
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This section focuses on ‘Residence’. This pillar aims to recognise lawful, continuous residence in
the UK. In order to meet the qualifying period for settlement, applicants will need to have spent the
required time in the UK on a route, or routes, that leads to settlement set out in the existing
Immigration Rules.

EEOWNERER TEE ) - ZOEEERRAERENEE - FEEE - BT REEERS
AE(EIIIR - e AR E B E EIR SRS RS L RS (EESINERRE - S
AEEAERI TR AR5 -

Under the proposed reforms, a person’s pathway to settlement will also depend on their history of
compliance with immigration laws. Applicants who arrived in the UK illegally (e.g. via a small
boat), arrived in the UK on a visit visa, or who have overstayed their visa for 6 months or more, will
have additional time added to their standard qualifying period for settlement, or prevented from
settling in the UK altogether.

FRIBEERATICE - EARYEER IR AUAT TR RIABIRIE L » BRI AR EHY
FEg A (DI MIEIR 2 )~ i s A HEg A > B samlE e 6 (& A =l b
AN o R AR SR B AR AR MY R[] - BT RESE A LB E fE -

Q26

Which of the following penalties do you think should be applied to each of the
following applicants?

JES AN B g A FHABE &1 -
Q26a

Applicants who arrived in the UK illegally
FEEIRE BN R

[1 A penalty of 20 years

P I By 20 4F

A penalty of 10 years

R s fy 10 4F

A penalty of Syears

PEETERAR 5

There should be no penalty for these applicants
A ERRETESHEE A

Don’t know / prefer not to say

AHIE A REERE

O 0O O 0Od
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Q26b

Applicants who initially entered the UK on a temporary visit visa (typically this
visa permits stays of up to 6 months for tourism, visiting family or friends or
short-term business activities)

i ) ARSI 2 56 M ARBIHTHEE N CEFE LSRG s TR &% 6 [MH - FNIREE - Po8
R EGEE ISR EIRT D)

A penalty of 20 years
P S I By 20 4F
A penalty of 10 years

O
O
R s fy 10 4F
[0 A penalty of Syears
RETFSA Ry 5
O
O

There should be no penalty for these applicants
A ERRETESHHEE A

Don’t know / prefer not to say

RHIE AT

Q26¢
Applicants who have overstayed their original visa by 6 months or more

AT R g 6 (5 H B A ERYHIESE

O

A penalty of 20 years

P ST Ry 20 4F

A penalty of 10 years

e B Ry 10 4R

A penalty of Syears

PR ETIARy S

There should be no penalty for these applicants
A ERRETERHEE A

Don’t know / prefer not to say

RHIE AT

o 0O 0O 04d

Q27

Do you have any further comments on how 'Residence' should be considered in
relation to settlement?

ECHNEEEESER T > BAMEE " EE) TH > EaAEE PR ?

Please keep your response to 200 words and focus on the points you feel are most important.

AR AR (] FERR RIAE 200 = DA - 7 BRGS0 B AR e EE S R
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This section focuses on whether specific groups (including potentially vulnerable groups) should be

exempt from, or receive reductions to, the proposed earned settlement reforms.

AE WM ERN S ES R ERAE (B FRERN ITFAHIREAS ) B sui M EERrT " JR
R R TESEER ) IURAEK -

Q28

Where the standard qualifying period is proposed to increase from 5 to 10 years,
which of the following options do you think should apply to each of the following
visa holder groups?

FE AT EEA S HARURE S AEAERE 10 AL T » (R A bl TR I £
BT ABE?

The Government remains steadfast in its support for members of the Hong Kong community in the
UK and is fully committed to the BN(O) route, which will continue to welcome Hong Kongers. We
fully recognise the significant contribution that Hong Kongers have already made to the UK, and
the role they will continue to play in the years ahead. That is why those on the BN(O) visa route
will continue to be able to settle in the UK after living here for five years.

BURNEEE SCRAE SR A LR - W58 2K BNO)ERR e RIESEER A - 17
sree ] & NER BB LAVERER - UM PR T R e E S A (-
It - E BN(O)Ese R ISHY AL » TR Sl @ = LR ATy AT E &

We want to continue to attract the brightest and best exceptional talent that attracts investment,
creates jobs, accelerates productivity and promotes growth through our targeted immigration routes:

Global Talent for the most talented leaders and potential leaders and Innovator Founder for the most
talented entrepreneurs.

B A H AR R RIRRERRS (R EF - Al AT BEAS AR E
AASRESE ~ $ETHEE I (e A

EERANT %58 (Global Talent)  [H[R] £ (875 HY<H 1l K VBA(E Sl

BHTAIZESEE (Innovator Founder ) : [H A i fEHIVBZER
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028a

Applicants who currently require 3 years continuous residence under the Global
Talent route

HATEEER AN SR TR S (E 3 F i

[1 Reduction (of 5 or 7 years from the standard qualifying period of 10 years)
R (AR TE EHARR 10 F=ef ) 5 280 7 47
O Apply full change (standard qualifying period of 10 years)

B EAth 55 A\ — IR 2 iRy ®) (BEEE &R Ry 10 52)
1 Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARE A REERE
Q28b

Applicants who currently require S years continuous residence under the Global
Talent route

HATEEER A SRR G (E 5 F HYHH

[0 Reduction (of 5 or 7 years from the standard qualifying period of 10 years)
D (EREAE E SERARR 10 kb 5 280 7 4)
1 Apply full change (standard qualifying period of 10 years)

BELECA G A\ — R IE A = B0y @) (B e AR Ry 10 )
O Don’t know / prefer not to say

NHIE A ETE
Q28¢

Applicants who currently require 3 continuous years residence under the
Innovator Founder route

H AT B A AR & iR (C TR S (L 3 & AVHEE

[1 Reduction (of 5 or 7 years from the standard qualifying period of 10 years)
R (AR TE FEHARR 10 F=efUs ) 5 280 7 4F)
O Apply full change (standard qualifying period of 10 years)

B EAth a5 A\ —IRFE ) iRy ®) (BEEE &R &y 10 52)
1 Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARE A FEERE
028d

Applicants on humanitarian visa routes (e.g. Syrian, Afghan)

Fra NE LRSS R R FEFE A (BRI ~ FIET)

[1 Reduction (of 5 or 7 years from the standard qualifying period of 10 years)
R (AR TE FEHARR 10 F=ofsZ ) 5 280 7 4F)
O Apply full change (standard qualifying period of 10 years)

B EAth 55 A\ — IR 2 iRy ®) (BEEE &R Ry 10 52)
1 Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARE A REERE
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Q29

To what extent do you agree or disagree that dependants of migrants who hold Global Talent or
Innovator Founder visa status should retain their current 5-year path to settlement?

CAELRIZE ERIBSHAERE - FFA SR AL %5 (Global Talent) S(AIHTAISEZH
(Innovator Founder) HYFSECHYZ 8 AJEIREA H AT FLAAYEERIE 7

1 Strongly agree
IFEFEE
Agree
k=)
Neither agree nor disagree
NE AT A S
Disagree
AEE
Strongly disagree
IFEAEE
Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARIE A REERE

O 0O O 0O O

Q30

To what extent do you agree or disagree that there should not be transitional
arrangements for those already on a pathway to settlement?

BHEZREE EREEAFRE > HREEEERE LA AEREBEEZHE?

Transitional arrangements refer to temporary measures which are designed to ease the impact of the
new rules for those already in the UK and on an existing pathway to settlement.

Agreeing means supporting no transitional arrangements; disagreeing means supporting transitional
arrangements.

PRI Ry RS R A E A R Y PR T RS Y A\ s e s Tl
i -
[FEIEF RS RERIT LR | ARER TSI E B E 2R -

1 Strongly agree
IFEFEE
Agree
k=)
Neither agree nor disagree
ANERAA S
Disagree
AEE
Strongly disagree
IFEAEE
Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARIE A REERE

O 0O O 0O O
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The current immigration system includes provisions that protect the most vulnerable in society by
allowing them to settle in the UK. For example, a person on the family route whose relationship
ends because they are a victim of domestic abuse can settle immediately. Similarly, a person on the
family route whose partner dies can also settle immediately. There are special arrangements for
children and young adults who have grown up in the UK without an immigration status, allowing
them to settle 5 years after regularising their status. Finally, adults with long-term care needs can
join a close relative in the UK and settle where the care they require is not available or affordable in
their home country.

BTSRRI s — s frlE it & T iR g BB EAGIUAUE - B MIRESfESLBEfE - B - Ei
HIE R RIE SN - RN ERTTR Ry 2 FA MR R L - A DOZHIREE EfE - [
B EEHREESAREHIA - WREECEEM - el DArRESE - N ERBIRREZAER
REDHRENFF - ARHZEE > RerfIES I EAER 5 EHEERE - &% - &I
AR AR A] DA S B AR B B R E S - A M E AR n G B R i
A HEFTRR R IR -

Q31

Do you think the following vulnerable groups should retain their current
arrangements and be exempt from the proposed settlement changes?

TR RLLT 98B R S IERE I A Lk > WRN 2R e BRI H A8 ?

Yes No Don’t know / prefer
not to say

= ORI N1V P N

Victims of domestic violence and abuse
FERNEERZEHA

Bereaved partners

A

Children and young adults who grew up in the UK
without immigration status

HFHRENEESESRSH R ENE
Adults with long-term care needs

HRIEEHFKAYEREA
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Q32

Are there any other vulnerable groups that you think should be considered as
part of this consultation?

R Rt 5 A HAL G5B PR e A L s S se & 7

Group 1
B 1

Children and young people in BN(O) families already living in the UK should be recognised as a
vulnerable group. Many arrived in UK only four to five years ago and have just begun to settle into
schools. A Hong Kong Well UK survey found extreme anxiety among them, with the
overwhelming majority worried about family financial stability, disruption to education, loss of
belonging, and even the prospect of a second migration if policy changes are introduced without
transitional protection.

EAEFEEERY BN(O) SR " EANIH /D et i 5985 EEae - MBS 7 ERTHE
EEHLE] o A MIFGE BRI AE - —IHETEEL SR TRV R SR - MR Z E MR
ZENEOREVBIRE ~ FETE - FEEEL > EEELIRBGHAE2 A BIZREF
SUNEREE - FREMEREE TR RVATR -

(You may list up to five separate groups. If you think there are more than five groups that should be

considered as part of this consultation, please list the five that you feel will be most affected by
these changes.)

(2 v DI TLE A [FIHIEERS - ASRIEGEE R B AL TGE SRR B TLMH - S5 IHfE
oy s S R B R FLEEFAS - )
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The Armed Forces Covenant is a national commitment to ensure that those who serve or have
served in HM Armed Forces are not disadvantaged because of their service. Individuals who have
completed the minimum term of service (4 years), or who were medically discharged from service,
can apply for settlement immediately upon leaving the Armed Forces. This provision also extends
to their immediate family members, including partners and children. The government is committed
to at least maintaining the current time periods to settlement for HM Armed Forces and their
immediate family members.

(HEEBRALY) B THEEMRE - 5 e G IR RN L S R A B A A
NEAR A ZE AL - SERlEEIREINIR (45 ) SINBERFERERAIAL > BEFHEE
HRAR BN R E SR - IRE R BN HEARER S - SR k120 - BUf&sE 2/
HERF EFRREHR M E AR ENR S A HE ERFHEZK -

Q33

Do you think the following Armed Forces groups should retain their current
time period to settlement or should further reductions be available to this
group?

TR R LA T B R B AG E R B A B E B f] - IR ME e F T B G — D WA e JE
i ?

Retain Further | Don’t know / prefer
current reduction | not to say
arrangement | should | RE1E REEIEE
be
HeFFIFRAZE | applied
HE |
H—F
HERLE
JEHFE]

Member of HM Armed Forces

FE SRR A

Immediate family members of HM Armed
Forces

R 2 EEE RN A E AT ER S
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Currently, most dependant partners of migrants can settle at the same time as the main applicant
without meeting any additional conditions. Dependant partners of economic migrants who benefit
from accelerated settlement do not themselves benefit from a reduced settlement period. Under the
proposed reforms, dependant partners will have their own qualifying period based on their
individual circumstances.

HAT - RZEE R ZERCHE T L LR 5 N[FERESE - SRR (ErEEI MR - 25t
IR E SRR VAR IS RAVZERCH - ABIAEAMERAEEMR - RBEERKEE - 28K
ERHRIE AR B R E BB IR -

For children, it is recognised that they cannot meet certain requirements under the earned settlement
proposals, such as National Insurance Contributions (NICs). The Home Office intends to keep a
window for those admitted as dependants under 18 to settle at the same time as their parents, while
considering an age cut-off after which they would need to follow their own route to qualify for
settlement.

BT ER A E R e RatEE T2 THYHEEEDR - B R AR (NICs) -
WECESETE R 18 5L N DA S AR T L R B B RERIR e SRV E L - (RIS R E
e LR > BB - TRFELIRE CHREAEREEER -

Q34
To what extent do you agree or disagree that dependant partners of migrants
should earn settlement in their own right?

BAEZREE EFRESAER - BRIV ERCHEELE CRIERRIERUKE ?

(sE: BIECHE AR ZEAGUWAERD 3 £ 5 FEPEUAZRE Y £12,750 RIS B2 /KPHYE
K)

Strongly agree
IFEFEE
Agree
[EE
Neither agree nor disagree
A RATA S
Disagree
AEE
Strongly disagree
IEEAEE
Don’t know / prefer not to say

RHIE AT

o o o o o O
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Q35

To what extent do you agree or disagree that dependant children of migrants
should earn settlement in their own right? (with employment-related
requirements waived if they were admitted as a dependant under 18)

BHEZREE EFREEARE > BRIZE T LELIHCHERAGERUKE 7 (ARAMFIE
18 BRI FELZ BB ABT - Rl G FREARSEAH BRHYER )

(sE: B 18 BRUA_ BT ZURREFAFEWAERD 3 £ 5 FENEIAIHE L £12,750 KILSE B2
TKFHYEER)

[1 Strongly agree
IEEFE
Agree
Eik=)
Neither agree nor disagree
ANERAA S
Disagree
AEE
Strongly disagree
IFEAEE
Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARIE A REERE

O 0O O 4O Od

Q36
To what extent do you agree or disagree that resettled refugees should have a
10-year route to settlement?

BAEZARIEE EFRESARRE SR ERVERES 10 FAERERTE 2
(it: 2019 RFA/VACEEZH BN(O) &g AN LIEER 5 77 5Bl p = K IBU A EERE)

Resettled refugees are those who have been granted protection and moved to the UK through
official resettlement programmes.

BN REEN OGS RE - EEE T EN L Ea S EEREA A1 -

[1 Strongly agree
IEEFE
Agree
Eik=)
Neither agree nor disagree
AR A S
Disagree
A EE
Strongly disagree
IFEAEE
Don’t know / prefer not to say

ARIE A REERE

O 0O O O Od
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Q37

Do you have any further comments on how specific groups should be considered
in relation to settlement? We particularly welcome views on how the proposed
changes could affect children in the UK.

EEPEEEERE L PN R R S - 2O AEAE—DIVER ? MR AR
WLBER S o n] RE R E LB R BIS B R BSRE L

Q37: The proposed changes have triggered a mental health crisis among BN(O) families with
children and young people, placing them in impossible situations if implemented. A Hong Kong
Well UK survey of 2,244 respondents (346 young people aged 14-24 and 1,898 parents of
children aged 24 and under) reflects these concerns.

Almost 80% of all respondents—and 87.3% of youth—found the proposed income threshold
insurmountable. For young people, 93% cited full-time study as a total barrier, while 63.2% of
parents were restricted by childcare responsibilities. Without extended family support and under
NRPF, full-time work is impracticable for many parents.

Although around 60% young respondents felt confident about meeting the B2 English
requirement, 68.5% of parents struggled due to age (most aged 45-65). Any obstacle in parents’
ILR applications directly affects children’s eligibility for home university fees, and 94% of
parents said they cannot afford international tuition. Many families moved to the UK for benefit
of their children. Now, uncertainty over education pathways has caused extreme anxiety among
85% of youth respondents, with more than half of families considering leaving. Transitional
protections are urgently needed to apply the original ILR requirements to families with children
already in the UK.

BERAVE F AR HE A /VEN BN(O) RIET5 58 L HE R > OREN - R EM e
FRSEE AR Z IS - MRS O R YS 2,244 225 (BLEE 346 %4 14-24 gRHTH V4 > LIk
1,898 #4745 24 RN N T XHIZ ) HUHE > KHESES -

HeF 80% (1325 E——H P E /DL R 87.3% B BRI AP HEEEDUERL - $55/D
FHZEENE > 93% f5th & HHIESEEZ S 2 HIIEEE 1 63.2% YR RINE HEEMZIR
Hll - IRAEMEREASEE - HAEAKEFRSI T (NRPF) - $#EFEERIMNTE 2B IIF&FF
HAT

BEPREY 6 D2 B R B2 FREEOREEIAE L H 68.5% HRRINFEH: (ZEUE
45-65 5% ) MEEINEE - FRAEHFAAEH (ILR) EAEMEEE - AEERE 8T
AHCRERERLLERE - 1] 94% IR RFETILARIEBIREE - SF S REBERENE R 11207
Fllzk o 1% BEHEREIAHEEEE R 85% F/ EZHEMEER BB PR ELE
SRR - BRIV IREIRTES A B4 - AR AR ILR BOREA N EAESEBIRYA T L5
FE -

Please keep your response to 200 words and focus on the points you feel are most important.

s A [ FERR RIAE 200 S BAA - 7 B8 RGaSe B AR Ky i BE 2 YRR

e
L B Ryfete il > SLEMAVARE ZRIFTEN > —EHBEER -
2 RARERER — KB (fF R AR ERESHENT—805) S8R e Al IP firdk)

-End 5¢-
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